PREFACE

In the beginning of the first half of this century inorganic agriculture or the so called modern agriculture was not even a rumor.  There was only agriculture which was based on the traditional science, technology and folk-lore. The ancient farmers’ research was based on sustainability and it was in harmony with nature. Their knowledge was the result of ages of observation.  Because of these we had a clean and healthy planet.  

The modern agriculture science and scientists claimed that their work was for increased production and to eradicate poverty. If it was for the betterment of the farmers and the poor why were the very people left out of the whole process? Why our scientist and experts considered that the traditional knowledge, seeds and culture were primitive? The experienced farmers were compelled to cultivate with seeds those were produced in foreign laboratories. None of them had any knowledge about those lab-made seeds.  The traditional knowledge was dishonored and the scientists and experts become the knowledge hubs.  The farmers lost their dignity and they started depending upon these paper-experienced people for anything and everything. The introduction of modern education completed the destruction. The young generation was ‘caught when young’ and was injected with all modern qualities like competition, vanity, selfishness and greediness.  Compassion, love for their surroundings, truthfulness etc were just ignored. They had become lazy, cowards, hyperactive, dishonorable, selfish and traitors. They become money-grubbers, ready to sell their own wives and beloved or themselves to the red streets.

The young generation is taught that money is power and money is God. They are taught that all the good things will follow, if one got lots of money.  They are taught that our indigenous methods of agriculture are unscientific and illogical. They are taught that our cultural values have no significance whatsoever.  Consumer companies boomed up with the development of modern education.  Without anyone knowing they started ruling the minds of the young generation.  

Do any of us think that how pseudo and defective vision we have about democracy?  What wrong ideas we got about family relations? Education becomes something that has nothing to do with family. We forgot that first lessons of democracy should start from our families. As a democratic country all the citizen are supposed to have a clear idea about democracy. Do we learn anything useful about democracy from the modern education system? Everyone is made to believe that democracy is voting and voting only. No one is asking the basic questions. The modern education system has taken away all What, When Where Why and How from us. 

A person’s character is formed in the childhood and that is why psychologists around the world plead to let the children be free at that period. But we force them through the LKG, UKG and so forth. This invaluable period of life is being taken for training him/her to be an obedient citizen rather than a responsible citizen. They are trained to be loyal to the present social system.   

Market teaches us values and we became the silent slaves of the market trend. Now no one has time for intervening in the democratic system, be it the Gram panchayat or the assembly. Education, like politics, became a commodity that you can buy. And we keep on buying this commodity which sows terminator seeds in young generations’ minds so that they don’t ask questions any more or think for a moment. The young generation joined the wrong ally and marches blindly without knowing where they are heading at. Obviously they despise the rural community.

We call ourselves a democratic nation. The real democracy is far away from the present so called democracy. Hierarchy is everywhere. All institutions in our country are hierarchical empires. 

· Leader of the political party makes the decision and the silent majority just obeys it without thinking for a moment about the consequences.

· Priest makes decision and the devotees  obey it blindly even if they have differences. 

· Director of an institution makes a decision and the staff obeys it blindly even if they may have better ideas.

· Head of the family (in most cases the father) makes the decision and all the others obey it blindly even if there are better ways of doing it. 

· Committees make decisions for the majority and the majority just follows it even if they have doubts or suggestions. (Who decided the present curriculum ? Where is the role of the teachers who are teaching this curriculum in the schools? Can we take it as everyone has just agreed to the curriculum committee?)

Since all these are not functioning democratically, how can we call our nation democratic?  Do the people have power?  Who protects the rights of the people?  Who protects our natural resources? Can the strong and weak live with the same dignity here?  Do the people have the power as we claim? A nation is made with families. Do we practice democracy in our families? 


Now after killing trillions of micro organisms, destroying billions of acres of land, polluting the environment and twisting even the DNA codes of the future generations  the world is waking up to the real face of modern agriculture and development.  It took long years for this realization to happen.  But now we know that we have lost out traditional seeds, knowledge, clean water sources, forest and many more.  After witnessing thousands of young boys and girls breaking up and committing suicide we started thinking about the side-effects of the modern education.  After millions of people were killed in violent actions and protests, we are thinking about the poorly-translated democracy.  

Though this is what happens all over the world, one can see that the situation is worse but not worst. There are resistance groups, movement, alternative way seekrs. Around the world movements are evolving to find out generation-friendly ways and alternatives. For short, era is ready to cultivate a new beginning. 

It is time that we think about using our minds; using the minds of rural India.  The people have to have democratic values. They should have the skill of using their brains. They should be able to recognize what is good for them and should learn to make appropriate decisions.  For that we need a curriculum; a curriculum which will of the people. It will be designed for the people and by the people. We are trying to put forward a humble step here towards that dream goal.
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Objectives

· Make one able to live and let live.

· Survive and allow others to survive.

It is a general notion all over the world that we, human, are the highest and elevated beings above other beings. It is true that we are intelligent; we have developed science and technology to help us in every walk of life. But it is also realized all over the globe that we can’t exist without the co-operation and co-existence. Though everyone has heard that the destruction of environment is nothing but our own destruction, the majority seems to miss the point.


Whatever be the reasons, each and every war brings a lot of ecological problems. Many a number of things are burned off which are very essential for our existence. Who needs wars? Does the common man need a war? The desire for war comes out to satisfy the ego of different rulers – the administrators. They create war only to expand their territory and to remain on the throne. When the nature is been exploited to meet the greed of the rulers, the common people are struggling to meet their day-to-day needs. 

Every day nature is exploited to meet out greed. This has to be changed. We, human beings, who have better knowledge and wisdom than all other beings, our life-style should  be more simple and humble. This is not yet a reality. 

To make this happen we have to start training from the very beginning of ones life. Every infant should be allowed to develop affection, love care for others and all humane qualities we want to see in a human being.

Learning has become a mere exercise for marks and grades. So no one applies whatever they get from education.  It gives the idea that education and life are two different things. In a way the present education system underlines this.  A graduate learns to fill a bank Draft form from a bank, not from the educational institution.  Even if you have a qualification, you learn the work from the place where you do your work.  One can see a lot of wastage of time in the whole process.  We have to avoid this and understand that education is nothing but the practice of real life.  This way life will be education and education will be life. This also means that people will be ready to update (learn something new) themselves whenever and wherever required.  (Remember the delay that occurred in the transactions with State bank of India when it was computerized?) 

EDUCATION

Education is a sort of agriculture. In agriculture we cultivate crops and in education we cultivate certain values, habits and characters in children. Education is the tool for change. It changes the personality of a person and in doing so it can change the character of the society too.


Why do we educate our children? Does any other creature educate their future generation? Certainly not. Some people believe that some creatures like cat, birds etc. teach their children to hunt, or fly. Isn’t it a type of education? No, it is not education but an activity motivated by nature. Those are based on natural instincts.

Education is an activity designed and controlled by human being and not motivated by their natural instincts. It is cent percent artificial. It is possible to change the basic characteristics of an individual through education if one desires so.  When we say education we should also keep in mind that education is not something that happens only in schools or in such limited environments. It is omnipresent and everyone is undergoing this process with or without knowing it.  An advertisement of a brand new bike, a new haircut used for a leading character in a movie, a new idea came out through the politicians’ speech etc are part of education.  If something that a person has seen, heard, smelt, touched or tasted makes a change in his/her mind or body, that can be called as education.  Whoever or whatever makes that change is part of the educational process. 

The content of this process is called curriculum. The curriculum is something that is decided by human beings and it is based on the audience they are going to address.  Age, sex, language and many other things will be considered in forming a curriculum.  To catch a mother’s attention, it is always best to use a healthy and happy child. To catch the attention of the teen age group, use fashion, or glittering glamorous models. To catch the attention of a child, use eatables, super characters and lots of colours. ( you can imagine the curriculum the advertisement companies are having. They use these tricks very effectively.)   The content, design, planning and implementation of the curriculum are reflected on  a person. When they are favourable to the society, the person who underwent the system becomes a social element. If the system is not a favourable one so becomes the person who comes out of it. We call them anti-socials.  

Obviously curriculum is not something that exists only in the educational institutions. Media, political parties, advertisement agencies and any other groups who targets a long goal through the continuous interaction with a mass will have a curriculum specially designed, based on their own interest. When we make a curriculum, we have to consider all these other curricula so as to effectively counter it when necessary.  

Curriculum doesn’t necessarily mean that a system which is made by scholars or educationists. It is the content decided by whoever involved in educational activity. Obviously curriculum is a very important factor in education which forms a healthy society.  We have to keep these points in mind before we go further.

Education consists of two parts. One is of the moral values (‘Nerivu’) and the second one is of knowledge (‘Arivu’). Knowledge includes all the information man has achieved so far.

Nerivu ( Moral)

What is ‘NERIVU’? It is nothing but the culture, the do’s, don’ts, customs and systems of the society. It is collectively called as the culture.


Each society has its own sub-groups or communities. It may be decided by language, religion, or some other factors. Each community in a society has its own characteristic culture. We may call it sub-culture. The sub societies maintain its own culture while they respect and recognize the common culture of the total society.  This is essential for the survival of a healthy society.  

For example we have a common backdrop of Indian culture; and at the same time we belong to different communities based on language, religion, cast creed etc with their own do’s, don’ts,  and customs.  The balance between the communities strengthens and maintains the complex structure of  the society. The balance comes from matured communities and the maturity comes from proper education.  As ‘NERIVU’- the cultural aspects – is very limited do’s and don’ts of one’s society anybody can achieve them completely by their childhood itself. 
Arivu (Knowledge)

 Since knowledge (‘Arivu’) is an ocean of information and something that keeps on growing second by second, no one can finish learning. The major difference between ‘Nerivu’ (culture) and ‘Arivu’ (Knowledge) is that the first one can be attained by one’s childhood whereas even a small portion of the latter cannot be attained by one whole life time. 

One should have the ability and freedom to choose necessary information from the whole vast knowledge-ocean to lead a meaningful life. This will allow them to develop their knowledge part. Naturally their curriculum will grow as they grow.  This will develop an ‘updateable society’ and this can avoid generation gap to an extent. 

Knowledge is wealth but also a weapon.  So culture, followed by knowledge is the best way rather than the other way around. One should have the maturity of culture before she/he handles knowledge. What now happens around the world is the reflection of lack of this practice. Knowledge is with the people who don’t have the maturity of culture.

Observation, Practicing, Reading and Writing are four main ways through the process of education happens. Observation and practicing are inherent talents while reading and writing are purely artificial.  Observation and imitation are developed in a child naturally. Since reading and writing are artificial we have to arrange situations where these skills could be developed. These situations could be home, shops, public gathering places where reading and/or writing happens. 

Children are observant. The more they observe the more they become curious. That is the way the human child is made. This cycle of curiosity and observation make them learn many things.  This is not limited to the childhood. If allowed to develop this will follow till one’s death. 

We would like to state that taking advantage of this wonderful phenomenon, every child should be allowed to develop his/her own curriculum without him/her knowing it.  We have to admit that our generation is an outdated one as far as the young generations’ knowledge development is concerned. So we have to help them to do this important task.

DIFFERENT STAGES OF EDUCATION

1) Age of games.  Infancy and childhood.

2) Age of recognition. Adolescence or  Teenage.

At present our education system divides the education period into LKG, UKG, LP, UP, HS, and university.  This is not a system based on human development.  Hence it is unscientific.  Degree of mental and physical development differs child to child. How can we decide that every child of a certain age should know certain things? 

INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD

Infancy and childhood are the primary stages of a human being’s development. In this stage children are fond of games. It is because by nature this stage is meant for playing and playing actually is a learning process. It teaches a child to synchronize its senses, reflexes, mind and muscles. Hence children’s play includes, 

1) Observation, 

2) Imagination, 

3) Reproduction  

4) Creation 

5) Destruction and

6) Correction and practice

Observation, imagination and reproduction.

They observe their environment and develop their own games by imitating those situations, people, objects and activities. For this they use their wonderful imagination capacity. So a rope may become a bus, two pieces of coconut shell may become a pressure cooker or a folded piece of newspaper can be a computer.  If they see someone reading a newspaper and if they want to include that in their game, they may take a leaf (which will be their newspaper) and ‘read’ whatever ‘written’ there. Further observation could lead them to the realization of what they are really  doing and most of the time this gradually leads them to the real reading. Without imagination how could they reproduce all these as part of their games? These games give sufficient exercise to their mind and body like this. 

Correction and Practice

They learn to correct themselves so as to use their limbs according to their wish.  An infant finds it difficult to pick a leaf up that lies on the ground. But he or she keeps on trying.  It cannot pick it up because the muscles are not yet ready for such minute actions. Or the muscles don’t act according to its wish. The infant understands that the movement has to be corrected. It keeps on practicing till the muscles get that ability and control. This is why children seem to be restless always. It shows the hunger of their mind and body for exercise and development. Observe how a child learns to clap. This will give you a clear idea of the development of the synchronization system between the brain and the limbs. While games develop their imagination, brain, muscles, reflexes and surviving skills, it gives them happiness also. 

Anyone can see the importance of observation, imagination and correction in today’s world, where everything is changing day by day. One cannot cope with the developing situation if he or she is not prepared to observe and learn new things.  Since the basic programming of a human child is being done in this period, we strongly recommend to leave all children to play at their childhood. 

Cultural lessons

All creatures have their own natural characteristics. They act according to natural law, or instincts. But human being has left many of them behind during the long journey of evolution. He replaced most of his natural characteristics with cultural laws, those were made by him. The replaced laws were evolved for the betterment and well being of the human race. It reconditioned the whole lifestyle of the human being.  This system was evolved so that the strong and the weak can survive and flourish without fear. This set of law made a clear line between all the other animals and human. We become modern from primitive. With sub systems like casts, creeds, tribes, political parties and so on we are living inside a web of rules that is created by us. No person in the modern life is supposed to  break this web at all. Those who violate these laws are counted as criminals and they should undergo certain punishments too. The written laws of our judiciary system developed from these unwritten rules. 

Since these rules of culture are man-made, they cannot be inherited to the new generation.  It is not part of  natural laws, so it will not develop from within also. Obviously every new born baby is just another primitive animal. It is programmed to grow with all its natural instincts. (See annexure) Once the programming is complete, it is difficult to change. If we don’t train them (or programme them) properly they would remain partially primitive in the modern society. Even if they could behave like a modern being they may not be able to control their primitive instincts at times. When a positive opportunity comes, they may robe, rape, rag, kill and do whatever their instincts tell them to do. This is exactly why we have to teach them the cultural laws from the beginning itself. 

In their childhood itself we teach them blood relations like father, mother, sister, brother and so on. This is completely against the natural law, but we do it for the afore said reasons.  Along with this we teach them to respect the elders, be kind to the weak, share what you have, speak the truth etc.  By the time a child reaches its teens, the major part of the basic programming will be done. It should be done, since after this age it is very difficult for one to learn basic cultural laws.

ADOLESCENCE 

This is another important period in a human child’s life. In infancy and childhood their brain, muscles and reflexes develop. In adolescence their body develops towards becoming adults. That means sexual development. Sex has a very  important role in modern life. It is the basic factor to form families, which are the micro units of a society. 

While customs and rules of culture are induced from outside, sex develops from within.  It is part of the natural system. This development occurs to all the mammals. The difference between any other mammal and human being is that, we got some restrictions in expressing it.  We are allowed to do so with only one partner and that also when we are ready to start a family. Adolescence is the period when one keeps footing on two boats of instinct and culture. Since the instincts are very strong, one has to have a strong mind too to be able to cope with this period of life. 

At present the teen age population doesn’t get proper preparations to face this period in life. This leads to many problems and it continues to grow into their adulthoods. Lack of knowledge on this important subject makes life difficult for them and most of them end up in divorce.  We can see the growing number of divorcees around us. Some of them choose to continue to live together, but then they lead an unhappy life. There will be violence in various forms. Most of the criminals come from such family backgrounds.  

For short, the small lessons those can be given in the adolescence can avoid a whole life time of problems for the partners. And this will make the new generations’ life also fruitful.  

The instincts of  ‘do whatever you want whenever you feel’ will be under control by the time one reaches his/her teens, provided he/she got proper training in the cultural laws. When they enter adolescence, various hormones get activated and there starts another tough time of one’s life.  Though they are taught to respect elders, they will find themselves acting rudely to the elders. Though they were taught to be nice to everyone, they will find themselves teasing the opposite sex too much. Though they are not allowed to do certain things, say smoking, they will find themselves doing it. Though they used to understand a NO means a NO, now they will find themselves asking “why not?”  Though they have learnt to control their emotions, they will find loosing control over it. These have to be read along with the development of their sexual development.  At present they don’t get any idea about what is happening in their body during this period and most of the time they get wrong information about it. This leads to many problems including violence or suicides. 

If they get the right information at the right time they can save many things including their own lives. Even though they have to learn many things in their teen age the priority should go to educate them about the changes that happen within their body. Curiosity is one of the driving forces during this period. If they get proper information, they can concentrate somewhere else creatively rather than fidgeting with their teen age problems.  If they are fully aware about the development that takes place in their body they can take precautions and sometimes control themselves to avoid unpleasant experiences. 

The knowledge of the change that happens in their body will make them realize the responsibility they are going to have in the near future.  Along with the lessons about their body they should also get to know the social system that we have. 

Each social system exists on its rules and regulations. Since the system along with the rules and regulations are completely artificial, everybody in the system have the responsibility to safeguard it. For this everyone should be aware about the system we are having at present.

Gandhiji wrote in ‘HARIJAN’ on 28th July 1946. “Independence must mean that of the people of India, not of those who are today ruling over them. The rulers should depend on the will of those who are under their heels. Thus, they have to be servants of the people, ready to do their will”. 

Even after fifty nine years of independence we are dependants to the rulers. We elect monarchs. They never represent us. As they are from the elite class they can’t represent the people of India. They rule our country independently according to their will. We mistook this monarchy as democracy. We could see this monarchism at each nook and corner of our society. There will be an individual on the top level of all political parties, religious groups, trade unions, educational institutions, and families. This individual controls the majority which can be called as the general body. His/her decision comes out as the decision of the majority even when it is not so. No one realizes that this is not democracy but monarchy.  We have been learning this fake democracy through our so called formal curriculum. This dangerous situation should be changed. Real political lessons which include all scientific lessons with practical exercises should be added to the proposed curriculum.
The following are the subjects that the teen age group should handle 

1. Food and health

2. Shelter

3. Clothing

4. First aid and home remedies

5. Environment 

6. Sexual development 

7. Nation, politics, governments and democracy

8. Family and society, 

9. Religions

10. Basics of Info Tech. 

11. Art forms
12. Consumerism  
13. Common laws and rights
14. Govt. offices and their functions
CONTENTS

As we have mentioned before our proposed curriculum has two parts.

1) NERIVU (Morality) 

2) 2. ARIVU (Knowledge)

I   NERIVU (Morality)

1. Love, caring and affection

2. Co-operation 

3. Relation with other beings 

4. Blood relations. 

5. Self reliance. 

6. Respect to elders  

7. Courage  

8. Sharing  

9. Meaning of suffering

10. Parenting 

11. Responsibility

12. Honesty 

13. Simplicity in life 

14. Social mentality 

15. Alertness and readiness to work for a common cause 

16. kindness 

17. Hospitality and warmness towards others

18. Any other positive quality a community wants in them for a sustainable future.

II
ARIVU (Knowledge)

1. Cultural heritage and tradition   

2. Geography  

3. Biology  

4. Health. 

5. History  

6. Mathematics  

7. Social science 

8. Chemistry and  Physics.

The above said topics consist of the following subjects. (All should be practical followed by theory)
1. Cultural heritage 

(i) Mother tongue  

(ii) Neighbouring langue if any.  

(iii) English  

(iv)  Hindi  

(v) Literature and folk-lore

(vi) Folk, classical, and any other contemporary art forms.

(vii) Traditional martial arts of that particular area.

(viii) Natural and organic farming 

(ix) Food sufficiency  

(x) Home and traditional remedies

2. Geography / Geology

(i) Physical features of their village,  Panchayat, District, State and country. 

(ii) Different types of soils and rocks.  

(iii) Soil layers.  

i. Top soil

ii. Sub soil

iii. Parent rock

(iv) Utilization of underground  resources 

i. Fossil fuels

ii. Underground water

iii. Fault line

iv. Basics of seismology

3.
Biology 
i. Ecology 

a. Environment  

b. Water  

c.         Monsoons  

d. Watersheds and  Watershed management  

e. Forests

f.          Desert and Desertification 

g. Climate and man-made-factors that affect the climate

h. Genetic Engineering and its ill effects

(ii) Plants 

(a) Classifications of plants. 

(b) Leaf arrangements  

(c) Species, families  

(d) Cultivate plants and uses – (food, medicine money).

(iii) Animals

(a) Wildlife. 

(b) Domestic animals and birds. (Animal husbandry and poultry – practical)

 (iv) DNA and GM technology

4.
Health

(a)       Human anatomy  

(b)       Human psychology  

(c)      Yoga  

(d)      Common diseases  

(e)      Home remedies and medicinal plants.  

(f)       Herbal garden  

(g)      Sanitation  

(h)      Hygiene  

(i)       Impact of tobacco, Alcohol, and drugs consumptions.  

(j)      Cleaning and washing  

(k)     Cooking  

(l)      Affordable house building.  

(m)    Housekeeping 

(n)    Healthy food and healthy environment.

a. Healthy farming

b. Ancient calendar based on stars and planets.

c. Seed preservation methods

5. 
History

History of:

 (i)     Panchayat  

 (ii)    Our state 

 (iii)   Country 

(v) People and communities.

(vi) Struggles all over India

6. Mathematics.

I. Arithmetic 

i. Digits  

ii. Concepts of numbers  

iii. Addition ,Subtraction, Multiplication  and Division  

iv. Measurements  

a. Length  

b. Weight  

c. Fluid measurements  

d. Currency  

e. Time   

f. Metric system.

II. Geometry 

(i) Length and width  

(ii) Geometrical figures such as 

a. Triangle, rectangle, square and other shapes

(iii)  Solid substances  

(iv) Volume 

7. Social science

(i) Sexual development  

(ii)  Family  

(iii) Population and resources

(iv) Society 

(v) Nation 

(vi) Democracy  and Monarchy 

(vii) Leadership in democracy and monarchy 

(viii) Democracy in family and society

(ix) Parliament system  

(x) Governments

(xi) Basic Law and order 

(xii) Priorities of a nation

(xiii) Leadership

8. Chemistry and Physics

I. Structure of elements

II. Chemicals and their effects on environment

III. Soil testing methods 

IV. Atoms and molecules

V. Energy, force, motion etc.

While some of the above said subjects can be optional, some of them have to be compulsory.  

The following can be optional.

Folk or classical art forms, literature, plants, classification of plants, Leaf arrangements, species, families, cultivated plants and uses (food, medicine money), animals and wildlife, solid substances, volume, sphere etc.

Conclusion

This is just a beginning step in a long journey. We are aware that many more things are there to be added into this. It is just a frame. The contents will change according to time, location, language and people.  For this curriculum to run successfully, we need the vehicle of pedagogy  and or methodology. After we discuss and modify this among us our next goal should be this.  Without a proper methodology, this curriculum will be just another document. Let that not happen to this. 

Annexure I

A comparison between a few natural laws and cultural laws.

Natural Law  
      Cultural Law                                         .
Survival of the fittest
Equal status for the strong and the weak

An eye for an eye
System for solving disputes.

Any adult is a mate.
Only one adult is to be a partner.

Priority on individual survival
Priority for survival as a society

Do whatever you want whenever you please.
Do things in a way that will not offend others

